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A Word from Pastor Jamieson 

May is a great month with so much to do. Hope 

springs eternal with warmth and flowers and 

the coming Summer. From the Kentucky Derby 

to Mother’s Day, to graduation ceremonies, to 

Memorial Day, there is a lot in the month of 

May to keep us busy. I personally love the 

Kentucky Derby with all its pageantry, horse 

racing, and my favorite derby pie. It cries out to 

a time gone by. 

As we seamlessly slip into May, graduation 
season invites us to remember these most 
meaningful family moments. They are major 
road markers that should not be forgotten. It is 
the recognition of the work done and the 
promise of the future ahead.  

As we remember our own graduation, let us, 
more importantly, remember our baptism. Just 
like any graduation we attend, every time we 
bear witness to a baptism the Holy Spirit 
breathes new life into a family and the 
congregation. This Easter season, let us all 
remember our baptism. Yes, you might have 
been at an age that predates memory, but we 
remember your baptism every time we pray 
and ask forgiveness and mold our hearts to the 
Lord. John Calvin writes, “We ought to consider 
that at whatever time we are baptized, we are 
washed and purified once for the whole of life. 
Wherefore, as often as we fall, we must recall 
the remembrance of our baptism, thus  

 

fortify our minds, as to feel certain and secure 
of the remission of sins.” Let us all be disciples 
to each other and remind each other our 
baptism by praying for each other. 

Remembering our baptism leads us into prayer 
and celebration of the good news of Easter. We 
are now Easter people called to live with the 
truth that resurrection is real and present. We 
look at the example set by the first people of 
the church. The faith and work of Mary, Peter, 
Paul, Phillip, James and all the earliest disciples 
are the valedictorians at graduation, pointing 
us all to the ultimate truth and the beginning of 
our faith as we know it today. There were no 
grand cathedrals, denominations, institutions, 
international programs, or budgets. It was just 
prayer, faith in Christ, and the Holy Spirit that 
carried them forward into the unknown. Isn’t 
that all you need? 

I invite all of you to remember your baptism 
this month of May. Invite someone to our 
church and share with them the good news of 
the forgiving water of baptism that brings us all 
into one faith. We are blessed to be in a 
beautiful worship community that just might 
reflect the one the earliest saints of our faith 
worked to build. Thanks to all the people who 
attended and worked on all the Lent and Easter 
celebrations. Let us take this commit and move 
it forward through the Easter season and 
upcoming Summer. 

See you out there. 
Blessings, 
E.J. 
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Mission of the Month 

An organization 

UCB members 

are glad to 

support is The 

Natural Land 

Institute (NLI). 

The NLI is a 

member 

supported, nonprofit organization 

dedicated to preserving land and 

natural diversity for future 

generations. Since 1958, NLI has 

protected, managed, and restored 

19,000 acres throughout Illinois and 

southern Wisconsin. These include 

prairies, forests, wetlands, and river 

corridors. The Natural Land Institute 

helps residents of northern Illinois 

conserve the land they cherish, 

protect land and water resources, 

wildlife habitat, and our way of life. 

We are one of the oldest private 

conservation groups in the Midwest. 

Among the NLI preserves are Burr 

Oak Valley Nature Preserve 

Carl & Myrna Nygren Wetland 

Lost Flora Fen 

Oxbow Springs 

Pecatonica Ridge Preserve 

W & G Keefer Nature Reserve 
 

 

For more information or to donate 
please see: www.naturalland.org 

From the Desk of Pastor Carol 
 

“Be still and know that I am God; I 
will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth."  
Psalm ~ 46:10 
 

I used to be a news junkie. Nowadays 

I shudder to read the national and 

world news. As a person of faith, it is 

hard to fathom how much chaos and 

catastrophes go on each day. Yet 

scripture reminds us that God will be 

exalted over all the earth! We do not 

know the day, but that promise stated 

repeatedly throughout the Bible. 
 

At our recent Trivia Night, “Let it Be” 

was the answer to “What was the title 

of the Beatles last studio album?” 

That song, written mostly by Paul 

McCartney, was inspired by a dream 

of his late mother saying, “It will be 

alright, just let it be.” 
 

We, as people of faith, can be inspired 

by scripture to be still and know God’s 

presence through Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit. We can keep our faith strong 

with worship and prayer. Not with 

inaction, but with faithful action. Let 

us keep showing our faith by caring for 

others, within our neighborhoods and 

well beyond.  

Shalom,  

Pastor Carol Taylor  

http://www.naturalland.org/
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Spiritual refreshment is not a luxury for the 
believer—it is a lifeline. In a world that 
drains our attention, burdens our hearts, 
and distracts our souls, God continually 
invites us to return to Him, the source of 
living water. Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst” (John 4:14). 
Spiritual renewal is the experience of drinking 
deeply from that promise. 

Many believers walk through life spiritually 
thirsty without realizing it. The signs are subtle: 

• A fading joy in prayer 
• A sense of distance from God 
• Emotional heaviness that lingers 
• Feeling spiritually “stuck” or numb 

These are signals. They reveal a soul in need of 
God’s renewing touch.  
 

Spiritual refreshment is not simply feeling 
better. It is being restored by God Himself. It is 
the Holy Spirit breathing life back into weary 
places. It is the Father drawing you close again. 
It is Christ reminding you that His yoke is easy 
and His burden is light. 
 

It is the fulfillment of Psalm 23:3: “He restores 
my soul.” Spiritual refreshment is not 
something you earn—it is something you 
receive. Let us be, “As the deer longs for 
streams of water, so I long for you, O God.”  
Ps. 42:1 (NLT) 
 

 
Celebrating Mother’s 
Day is ultimately about 
honoring the quiet, 
consistent, and often 
invisible work that 
shapes families and 
communities. It’s a day 
that pauses the rush of 
everyday life and turns 

our attention toward the people who have 
nurtured us—whether they are biological 
mothers, adoptive mothers, stepmothers, 
grandmothers, or mother-figures who stepped 
in with love and guidance. 

Mother’s Day isn’t just about gifts or brunch 
reservations. At its core, it is a recognition of 
care: the emotional labor, the sacrifices, the 
late nights, the encouragement, and the 
resilience that mothers bring into the world. It 
is a moment to acknowledge that this kind of 
care is powerful, formative, and worthy of 
gratitude. 

For many, celebrating Mother’s Day also means 
reflecting on the complexity of motherhood. 
Not every relationship is simple, and not every 
story is joyful. Yet the day still offers space to 
appreciate the people who have shown 
compassion, protection, or mentorship in ways 
that helped us grow. 

In the end, Mother’s Day is a reminder to 
express what we often assume goes without 
saying: thank you, I see you, and your love has 
makes a difference. 
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Stay tuned for 

our new Hymnal 

release in May.  

 

 

Our semi-annual 

Trivia Night 
was a 

great 
success. 

Thank you, 
Savvas 

Mourtzis for this fun 
evening! Categories 

ranged from TV 
Show Theme Songs 

to Famous Epitaphs. 
 
 

            
Congratulations to 

the winning team,  
Mark Spreitzer, 

Philip Gorman, and 
Martin & Carol 

Taylor. 

 

Adult Mission Trip Opportunity 

JUNE 14-18: Mission Trip with Hosanna 

Industries in Johnstown, PA. Groups from 

Ozaukee Congregational Church (OCC) 

and FCC Wauwatosa are going together 

and anyone from any other church is 
welcome to participate. Attached is the 

information put out by OCC. Please feel 

to contact Jeff Larson (jeff@occhurch.org) 

at OCC or Tonia Wallner 

(tonia@firstchurchtosa.org) at FCC to 

learn more or to sign up. 
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COMMUNITY ALERT 

mailto:jeff@occhurch.org
mailto:tonia@firstchurchtosa.org
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Upcoming Events  

 

Upcoming Events  
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Please scan the QR Code to update 

your contact information. Our goal is 

to get a 100% response rate! 
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We have a new website! 

Check us out online at: 
Unite  h r hbeloit org 

Can’t make it to church Sunday? 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

Katherine Brubaker May 3 

Brittany Hooker May 4 

Katharine Hulburt May 8 

ReyAnn Harris May 11 

Lois Hebb May 12 

Liz Johnson May 14 

Savvas Mourtzis May 14 

Joey Eley May 24 

Nicole Richards May 24 

Evan Rusmisel May 25 

Mat Showers May 25 

Margaret Downing May 29 

Al and Cheryl Bach        May 3 

Roger and Terri Lang     May 30 
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United Church of Beloit 
657 Bluff Street 
Beloit, WI 53511 

Tel: (608) 362-6857 
E-mail: ucboffice@ 

unitedchurchbeloit.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday – Friday 

9:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. 
 

Member Organizations 
National Association of 

Congregational Christian Churches 
 

Wisconsin Congregational 
Association 

 
Presbytery of Milwaukee (PCUSA) 

 
In need of pastoral care? 

Pastor E.J. Prevoznak 

Cell: (707) 714-7039 

Pastor Carol Taylor Cell: 

(608) 201-1114 

Pastor Carol Taylor Home: 

(608) 365-4131 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 

Ministers 
Each member 

of Christ’s Church 
 

Lead Pastor 
E.J. Prevoznak 

 
Licensed Lay Pastor 
Pastor Carol Taylor 

 
Moderator 
Jim Coutts 

 
Church Treasurer 

Gary Kovanda 
 

Financial Secretary 
Valerie Fjalstad 

 
Church Secretary 
Michelle Bullock 

 
Custodian 

Tasos Mourtzis 
 

 


